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ABSTRACT

With the beginnings of the 20" century the importance of the fresh
water had been increased in addition to the importance of the international
rivers especially with the increase of population size and their needs for
water in different aspects like drinking, household uses and agriculture.

Since the year 2000 water became a strategic commodity not less
important than food and fuel (oil), especially for countries that share one
basin. the problem of water deficiency might lead to wars especially
between countries sharing one river when one of them is controlling the
origins of this river. The complexity of the problem increases with lack of
water even when there are traditional rules regulating the use of the
common rivers. the interest of the international community in the non-
navigational use of rivers had pushed different countries to work through
the United Nations to formulate an agreement for the use of the
international rivers for the non-navigational purposes in 1997 which
determine important principles that are essential in the fair and balanced
uses for the rivers in common between different countries.

These principles include:

- The equitable use

- Not causing harm

- The cooperation between the river countries
What is important for us is the principle of non-harm to the countries that
are located on the rivers watercourses as it is one of the very important
principles which is essential to this research.
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