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Use students with visual disabilities at Sultan Qaboos University for ICT for learning and
accessibility constraints

Aysha. M Ajweh

Sultan Qaboos University, Oman

Abstract

The purpose this study to identify the use of information and communication technology by visually
impaired and blind students, educational purposes for the use of ICT by them and the access
constraints to ICT faced by visually impaired and blind students on campus. The sample consisted of
(10) visually impaired students and (14) blind students who agreed to participate in the study out of
(36) students registered during the fall of 2017. Used Measuring tool formed of four parts:
(demographic information, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) consists of (15) the
purposes of educational use of ICTs (18) items and accessing obstructions (18) items included three
dimensions: access-related impediments on campus, impediments associated with availability of
hardware, and impediments associated with technical support).

Using the descriptive approach, the results showed that visually impaired students use a greater
diversity of information and communication technology than blind students, additional most used
ICT for educational purposes by visually impaired and blind students at Sultan Qaboos University is
access to course materials in Word and PowerPoint format as well as access to the university's
website. The results show that blind students face more obstacles on two dimensions that
accessibility on campus and disabilities associated with the availability of equipment than visually
impaired students, while both groups face low barriers on the impediments associated with technical
support.

Key words: information and communication technology, students with visual impairments,
accessibility constraints, Sultan Qaboos University.
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