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Language’s Thinking, Expression and Identity controversy
Arabic Language, an example

Abstract

The article explores the relationship between the language and thought and expression. The language
is imperative in building a rooted cultural renaissance, and because the Arabic language, currently,
goes through critical stages by replacing it with foreign languages and local dialects. The Arabic
language played an important part in culture for several centuries, and this article reveals the role of
the national language in creativity and knowledge production through the experiences of other
nations and peoples. Perhaps, the most painful choice is to replace native Arabic language with
foreign languages without being aware of the consequences and seriousness this trend, causing
dependency, loss of identity and culture.

Language is not just words and structures, but it is a collective memory of nation, which preserves its
heritage and historical identity. It elevates the present and future renaissance of the nation. The
dialectic relationship between language and identity and the impact of this relationship in forming
the nation presence need active engagement to defend and protect it, emanating from the fear of the

nation existence.
This article attempts to answer several important questions, most notably:

e What is the relationship between language and thinking, and which one leads the nation
existence?

e What is the role of language in building a cultural renaissance? What is the impact of other
foreign languages on the marginalization of the national language?

e Is Arabic a civilized contemporary language? And what role did it play in building human

civilization?
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e Does the language link to identity? What is the destiny of the nation that gives up its
language?
One of the most important findings of this article is the importance of language in the renaissance of
the nation, which will not exist until Arabic language becomes a teaching language in pre- university

and university education, and it becomes the official language in all official correspondences. To
achieve these objectives, the author recommends that:

e Official decision to implement the Arabic language as the official teaching language in all
academic institutions to ensure that all academic staff uses the Arabic language. A national
political awareness campaign educates the people of the threats by abandoning the national
language.

e Establish qualified and certified translation centers in universities, to translate and publish the
latest articles and research papers in all disciplines, and make available to all students.

e Encourage academic staff and researchers in all disciplines to write books and articles in
Arabic Language.

e Make laws and enforce them to limit the number of foreign schools.

e Promote awareness of belonging and self-confidence of the Arab language and its identity
through the media.

Key words: Language, Thinking, renaissance, Arabization, Identity
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