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The New Media and its Role in promoting the Cloture Identity of the Darfur Region

Dr. Faroug Ahmed Yahya - University of Geneina (Sudan)

Abstract

The question of cultural identity is one of the most important issues that plague Sudanese
researchers. Ethnic pluralism, along with the mosaic of cultural formation in Sudan, has remained the
obstacle to the renaissance of the Sudanese state. Instead of becoming a source of homogeneity and
renaissance, it has become a source of retardation and destructive civil conflicts.

The importance of this paper lies not only in examining the cultural identity of the Darfur region But
also an attempt to study the role of the media (new) and effectiveness that can be achieved in this
area, in light of the remarkable decline of the traditional media (official) role in confronting this
impasse, Particularly for the Darfur region, as one of the most important regions in which the
question of identity is raised. As well as the armed bloody conflict that the Territory has experienced
for nearly two decades. The paper aimed at: Studying the effectiveness of new media in the issue of
identity for communities of ethnic diversity. To determine the extent to which the new media is able
to strengthen the elements of the cultural identity of the Darfur region.

The results of the study:

1-There is a status of dissatisfaction among the Darfur public towards the performance of the
national media. (69%) of respondents said that the image of Darfur is distorted by wars and conflicts,
or absent from the interest of the traditional national media.

2-The proportion of (57%) of the surveyed sample was strengthened by the conviction that the new
media pays more attention to the issues of cultural margin regions than traditional media.
Recommendations:

1-Traditional "official” media are required to open new digital media applications to interact with the
public digitally, to create the required balance and contribute to the promotion of national unity.

2- It is necessary to include courses on interactive media and digital publishing ethics in the
educational programs offered by the Peace and Development Studies Centers located in the
universities of Darfur.

Keyword: New Media, Cloture Identity, Darfur Region.
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